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May 8, 2020 

  

Dear Parents/Guardians and Students, 

  

The Ridgewood High School graduation is an important community tradition and a milestone 

for seniors.  Although the governor canceled the remainder of the in-person school year, we are 

determined to make the honored traditions and social events memorable for seniors and their 

families.  Faced with the current circumstances, we believe the following plans will allow us to capture 

the moments that are the essence of senior year. 

 

Graduation 

So that ALL seniors can participate, we are developing plans for two graduations.  All members of the 

senior class will participate in the first plan, and any students who wish to will also be able to participate 

in the second.  First, on a day between June 8-10 (June 11 rain date), and following all appropriate 

social distancing rules, seniors will be asked to dress for graduation in gowns and tuxedos and have their 

parents/guardians drive them to RHS at pre-assigned times.  Each senior will then walk along the front 

lawn, at acceptable distances, have their name read, have a picture taken in front of the school with their 

immediate family, and continue walking down the ramp to Heermance Place to get back in their car and 

return home.  There will be no audience in attendance. 

  

This “ceremony” will take place over several hours and days so all the video footage can be captured and 

edited for a “live” video.  This video will be posted on the school’s YouTube account for all to view on 

June 23 or earlier if possible.    

 

Second, depending on the directives set forth by Governor Murphy, and if guidelines regarding social 

distancing and restrictions on large-group congregations are lifted or lessened in such a way as to allow 

the traditional in-person ceremony, an additional graduation will be scheduled on July 28.  If the crisis 

situation does not allow for the event to be held on that date, the traditional in-person ceremony graduation 

will be postponed to Thanksgiving weekend. 

 

Attire and Flowers 

Boys are required to wear white jacket tuxedos with a standard white dress shirt (not a tuxedo shirt), and 

black shoes and socks (not included in the tuxedo rental fee).  The tuxedo must be picked up from Biltmore 

Tuxedos, located at 36 E. Ridgewood Avenue, prior to their assigned virtual graduation day beginning on 

June 6.  A Google Form with a link to the Biltmore Tuxedo site for measurements was already emailed 

to seniors.  

 

Tuxedos can be picked up on Saturday, June 6 and must be returned to Biltmore Tuxedos by 

Wednesday, June 29 (after the potential traditional graduation ceremony).  A $55 deposit must be 

placed on a credit card and will only be charged if the tuxedo is not returned.  

 

In order to pick up a tuxedo, each boy must have his rental fee for the tuxedo paid in full and give an 

additional $20 deposit.  If the July 28 ceremony does take place, seniors will be charged a $20 fee on the 

credit card for the second use.  

 

Est. 1892 



Each boy will be given a boutonniere to wear when they arrive at RHS prior to graduation. 

  

Girls are required to wear a white dress, preferably a long gown.  Shoes should be neutral.   Because of 

the circumstances, it may be difficult to get a white graduation gown.  Therefore, if necessary, females 

may wear a dress of a different style but befitting of the honored ceremony.  If a student is experiencing 

difficulty due to financial or other reasons, there are dresses available for seniors if they reach out to Mr. 

Pizzuto. 

  

Each girl will be given a dozen red roses to carry when they arrive at RHS prior to graduation. 

  

Students are NOT permitted to wear sunglasses or hats during the ceremony. Any article of clothing that 

distracts from the solemnity of the ceremony will be prohibited. 

  

Costs 

Most seniors have paid for the graduation costs.  However, for those who have not, the total cost for the 

boys is $64, which includes the tuxedo and boutonniere.  The total cost for the girls is $33 for their roses.  

Checks should be made payable to “RHS Association” and mailed to RHS by Friday, June 5.   If financial 

assistance is needed, please contact Mr. Pizzuto.  

  

Fines and Fees 

Diplomas and transcripts are issued only to students with no disciplinary or financial obligations, including 

chromebooks, flowers, tuxedos, library books, textbooks, and activity fees. All outstanding debts may be 

checked through Skyward. 

  

Students with outstanding debts will be emailed to parents and students.  Financial obligations should be 

paid online or checks mailed to RHS and made out to “Ridgewood Board of Education.”   

  

Any questions about a fine should be addressed to the person assigning the fine (i.e., teacher, coach, 

librarian), or if not available, that person’s supervisor.  

 

Graduation Car Procession and Family Details 

More details about the procession will be forthcoming, but in general, a family in one car will be given a 

pre-assigned time to come to RHS.  There will be two staging areas in the parking lot.  The first will be 

for check in, car order purposes, and the distribution of roses or a boutonniere.  The second will be for 

student drop off and to begin the procession along the front lawn. 

 

The family car will then drive around to Heermance Place and park.  The family will be able to get out of 

the car, hear their senior’s name read, have a family photo professionally taken, and return to the car and 

leave.  The whole event will take approximately one hour from arrival to departure. 

 

Internet Streaming of Graduation 

The ceremony can be viewed at 5:00 P.M. on June 23, or earlier if possible, from the following 

link:  https://rhs.ridgewood.k12.nj.us/our_school/resources/rhs_live_stream 

  

Inclement Weather 

Please be assured that every effort will be made to hold the ceremony on the day assigned.  The 

administration will closely monitor the weather forecast.  If the decision is made to cancel that day's virtual 

graduation, seniors will be reassigned to June 11. 

 

Miscellaneous 

RHS will be closed to seniors and families.  If a bathroom is necessary, there will be a portable restroom 

available on school grounds.   

 

https://rhs.ridgewood.k12.nj.us/our_school/resources/rhs_live_stream


 
Lifetouch Special Events will be providing professional photography services at graduation.  Register to 

be notified when event images and proofs are available events.lifetouch.com/ridgewoodhsridgewoodnj. 

Complimentary proof sets will be mailed home within 14 business days.  

  

RHS-TV is in charge of the production of the video of the Graduation Ceremony.  The letter/order form 

will be sent online from RHS to all senior parents. 

 

Project Graduation & Prom 

If directives set forth by Governor Murphy allow, Project Graduation will be combined with the Prom for 

an offsite dinner dance on July 28.  Seniors will then return to BF for an evening of fun.  

  

If Project Graduation cannot occur on July 28, a possible dinner dance will be offered Thanksgiving 

weekend.  

 

Questions  

If you have any questions, please contact 12th Grade Advisor, Mr. Pizzuto, at 201-670-2800 ext. 20503 or 

bpizzuto@ridgewood.k12.nj.us. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas A. Gorman, Ed.D. 

 

 

 

https://events.lifetouch.com/ridgewoodhsridgewoodnj

